
Winter 2015 

matters 
Politics & Applied Global Ethics 

Book launch 
Dr Robin Redhead gave a seminar to 
discuss her new book 'Exercising Hu-
man Rights: Gender, Agency and Prac-
tice’, which investigates why human 
rights are not universally empowering 
and why this may damage people 
attempting to exercise rights. 

She examines two cases in-depth: 
First, the depiction of women in the 
Amnesty International 2004 ‘Stop Vio-
lence against Women’ campaign, 
which she argues denied women their 
agency because violence is gendered. 
Secondly, she also analyses the Oka 
conflict between indigenous people 
and the Canadian state, explaining 
how the state defined the Mohawk 
people in such a way as to deny their 
human subjectivity. By looking at how 
the Mohawk used visual media to 
communicate their plight beyond 
state boundaries, she delves into the 
disjuncture between state sovereignty 
and human rights. 

Student news 
The MA Peace & Development 
attracts students from across the 
world and given its focus on prac-
tice, graduates have progressed to a 
diverse range of careers, including in 
business, teaching, journalism, gov-
ernment consultancy and university 
lectureships, as well as roles with a 
range of international aid agencies, 
NGOs and further PhD study. How-
ever, there was a first this year 
when Fazli Blakcori, originally from 
Kosovo, and Linn Waage from Nor-
way, who met on the course and 
graduated in July 2014, were mar-
ried in  Manchester in the autumn. 

They were both supervised for their 
dissertations by Dr John Willott: Faz 
explored how the growth of Islam-
ism was affecting post-conflict reconstruction in his native Kosovo, and Linn looked 
at the impact of vocational training on the employment prospects of young people 
in conflict-affected areas of Sri Lanka. Faz is currently setting up an office in the USA 
for his employer, while Linn is working for Medline and said “If I could choose one 
year of my 26 (soon-to-be 27 year long life) to go back to, and not just revisit, but 
stay till the end of my days without changing one thing; it would be … when I stud-
ied for my MA in Peace and Development at Leeds Metropolitan (now Beckett) Uni-
versity.“ 

John said “Linn and Faz made a huge contri-
bution to their course. They actively en-
gaged in class debates and were real lead-
ers on their modules, helping to gel togeth-
er their classmates from Zimbabwe, Nige-
ria, USA, UK, Iraq, India, Netherlands, Alba-
nia, Ethiopia, Bahrain, Brazil and Indonesia. 
We wish them all the best in their future 
together.”  
 

Continuing the theme, Tom Johnson (BA 
Peace Studies & International Relations 
2013) married Chrissy in January, although 
somewhat more exotically in an ice hotel in 
Finland (pictured, right). Tom took a break 
from his MPhil on the Reintegration of Child 
Soldiers, where he is using principles of the 
United Nations Universal Periodic Review 
together with Human Rights Impact Assess-
ment tools to evaluate the impact of reinte-
gration projects. 



Conferences and publications 
Staff attended the Annual Conference of the International Studies Association in New Orleans in 
February 2015. Dr Sophia Price presented “Disciplinary neo-liberal feminism: Microfinance, (dis)
empowerment, and risk”; Prof Alex Nunn presented two papers: “Saving world market society from 
itself? Risk, The New Global Politics of Inequality and the guardians of global capitalism” and "The 
petit bourgeoisie reconsidered: how Britain is failing its middle classes"; Dr Robin Redhead present-
ed “Exercising Human Rights: Gender, Agency and Practice” 

Dr John Willott continued his work on refugee integration in the book chapter co-authored with a 
PhD student and colleague: Loul B, Willott J & Robinson S (2014) Refugees Encounters with Christi-
anity in Everyday Life. In G. Vincett et al (eds.) Christianity in the Modern World: Changes and Con-
troversies. Farnham, Ashgate 

Research impact 

Dr Steve Wright spoke in Dublin 
last autumn under the auspices 
of the EU funded SECILE project, 
where the focus was on wheth-
er ‘counterterrorism in praxis’ 
acts as a cover for practices 
which are also aimed at securing 
other agendas. 

 

A keynote speaker was Edward Snowden’s attorney, Ben Witzner, who examined the 
implications of carrying a tracking device in every pocket – also known as a mobile 
phone! Steve examines many of these issues with students in his Advanced Surveil-
lance module, where he reminds students that much of the early work scrutinising 
advanced militarised telecommunications interceptions was made by academic 
modelling using open sources. Some of this work was undertaken by Steve as a post-
graduate  student, subsequently for the European parliament’s Science & Technolog-
ical Options Panel, and continues in his work in PAGE. This work was recently cele-
brated as an achievement of ‘historic importance’ by the European Parliament in a 
newly released report called ‘The ECHELON Affair’. 

Festival of Politics & Applied Global Ethics 
The annual festival took place from 17th—21st November, where a range of 
internal and external speakers delivered papers or led debates on subjects rel-
evant to the curriculum. Examples included: 

Gender, Militarism and Wartime Violence Dr Julia Welland (University of 
Warwick) 

Peace Activism in WW1 The Rev. Dr Clive Barrett (Honorary Visiting Research 
Fellow in Peace Studies, University of Bradford); Dr Ingrid Sharp, (University of 
Leeds) 

Is it Time to Legalise Assisted Dying? Greg Judge (Disabled Activists for Dignity in Dying); Dr Sharon Young (University of 
Kingston); Rev. Professor Michelle Briggs (Leeds Beckett University) 

Defending Academic Freedom Ryan Mundy (Council for At-Risk Academics, CARA) 

Devolution Revolution: Assessing the implications of the Scottish referendum Dr Mark Langan & Dr Sophia Price (PAGE) 

‘It’s Only a Theory’: the nature and role of theory in politics Dr Paul Wetherly (PAGE) 

Small-scale farming and the global food system Stuart Kempster (Zimbabwe Educational Trust, and PAGE graduate); 
Mbongeni Ngulube (The Global Native); Conor Walsh (The Real Junk Food Project); Tim Ward (World Development Move-
ment, Leeds); Oriel Kenny (PAGE, Chair) 

Securitisation of Climate Change Dr Steve Wright (PAGE) 

Surveillance, Snowden and the Emerging EU State Tony Bunyan (Director of Statewatch) 

'Operation Lancet’: Simulation of armed police operation Anthony Forde (Leeds Beckett University) 

How to Change Politics So That People Want To Participate Andy Mycock (Youth Citizenship Commission); Alexandra Runs-
wick (Unlock Democracy); Tim Goodall (Green Party, prospective parliamentary candidate for Leeds North-West); Cllr Stew-
art Golton (Liberal Democrats); Cllr Alice Smart (Labour) 


