
Politics and Applied Global Ethics Festival 
The fifth annual PAGE Festival took place in November, with an exciting 
range of guest and internal speakers on a variety of topics. For the first 
time, the Festival was fully integrated into the curriculum, with topics 
supporting learning, and with associated assessments. Highlights includ-
ed: 

Hybrid forms of peace building; Professor Roger MacGinty, Professor of 
Peace & Conflict Studies, University of Manchester  

Building Civil Society Power Locally; Andrew Grinnell, Citizens UK 

Civilizing the torture trade; Dr Steve Wright, Leeds Metropolitan Univer-
sity  

Is immigration good for Britain? Sunder Katwala, British Future, and Alp 
Mehmet, Migration Watch  

Ethical Use of Un-
manned Drones; Dr 
Peter Lee, Senior Lec-
turer in Warfare & Eth-
ics, Portsmouth Univer-
sity & RAF Cranwell 
(pictured, right), and 
Prof. Noel Sharkey, 
Professor of Artificial 
Intelligence & Robotics, 
and Professor of Public Engagement, University of Sheffield  (left) 

Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer; Dr Sophia Price and Dr Robin Redhead, Leeds 
Metropolitan University  

Peoplequake: how the women of the world are defusing the population 
bomb; Fred Pearce, author and journalist, environment consultant for 
New Scientist magazine  

Progressive alternatives to austerity; James Meadway, New Economics 
Foundation and People's Assembly, Helen Flynn, Social Liberal Forum & 
Liberal Democrat councillor, and Bill Adams, Yorkshire & Humberside 
Regional TUC 

Annual Politics Lecture: 'Building a One Nation Economy' Rachel Reeves 
MP (Leeds West, Labour), Shadow Work and Pensions Secretary  
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Recent PAGE Graduate Oliver Wester-
man (pictured, right, with fellow gradu-
ate Asher Gammon) is writing a series of 
blog posts ‘Against neo-liberalism: the 
necessity of a basic income’.  The first 
post in this series – A Phantom Recov-
ery? – engages with the current political 
debate about economic recovery and 
‘permanent austerity’, putting the case 
for a more serious consideration of inequality and poverty.  

Alumni news 

Tessie Humble (BA Hons Peace Studies & Inter-
national Relations 2012) is working as a technical 

assistant to the 
Earth League, a 
network of lead-
ing scientists ad-
dressing global 
problems. Tessie 
focussed on the 
social impacts of 
climate change 
and tighter border 

controls for her dissertation. This research now 
forms the basis of a book chapter, co-authored 
with Dr Steve Wright, to be published by State-
watch and the Transnational Institute. The theme 
is continued in an article for Forced Migration 
Review on how the growth of border security on 
a global scale is leading to trapped populations of 
migrants who are blocked from accessing legal 
protection frameworks. She is also contributing 
to a special issue of the International Journal of 
Human Rights. 

Ines Stasi (MA International Relations 2013) was 
elected an MP in Albania. 

Sheheryar Khan (MA Peace & Development 
2012) is working for Save the Children, Pakistan. 

Hanna Jonsson (BA Hons 
Global Development & Inter-
national Relations 2012, right) 
is now EU Co-ordinator at the 
Ministry for Rural Affairs, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 

Salah Ali (MA Peace & Development 2013) is 
working in Iraq (Kurdistan) as a Project Coordina-
tor for Heartland Alliance International. The pro-
ject involves a partnership with local NGOs and 
hospitals to address issues of gender based vio-
lence (GBV) leading to female suicide attempts. It 
trains medical staff to care for burn survivors in a 
gender sensitive holistic manner, and engages 
with communities in districts with high rates of 
female suicide. These participate in a systematic 
community awareness and survivor advocacy 
campaign, using community dialogues, family 
education and media-based education.  



New arrivals 

Dr Robin Redhead joined as a Senior Lecturer and 
Course Leader for Politics. Robin’s expertise is in ethics, 
international politics and human rights, with a particular 
interest in gender and indigenous people. Key publica-
tions include: 
Redhead R. Exercising Human Rights: Gender, Agency 
and Practice. Routledge: New York (forthcoming 2014) 
Redhead R. & Turnbull N. (2010) Towards a Study of Hu-
man Rights Practitioners. Human Rights Review 12(2): 
173-189 
Redhead R. (2007) Imag(in)ing Women’s Agency: visual 
representations of women’s agency in Amnesty Interna-
tional’s 2004 campaign ‘Stop Violence against Women’. 
International Feminist Journal of Politics 19(2): 218-238 
 
New PhD students include Adewale Aderemi,  who joins 
us while on study leave from the Lagos State University 
to complete his work on the political economy of devel-
opment in Nigeria & Indonesia. We also welcomed Si-
mon Opolot working on public policy and development 
in Uganda. Simon has many years international develop-
ment consultancy experience, most recently on a project 
with UNICEF in South Sudan. 

The Centre for Applied Social Research (CeASR) is a new Uni-
versity-wide Research Centre, delivering interdisciplinary re-
search across the social sciences. The Centre is led by Dr Alex 
Nunn, and among the areas of research is the Global Inequali-
ties Programme. This received financial support from the Uni-
versity to develop an inter-disciplinary programme of research 
by specialists on human rights, economics, conflict resolution, 
cultural theory, urban planning and geography to work on 

problems of inequality in Leeds, 
Europe, India, the United States 
and Africa. 

The Centre has an active pro-
gramme of seminars and guest 
speakers, including a debate on 
the nature of inequality with Hila-
ry Benn MP (pictured, left. Image 
courtesy of the Labour Party). 

Student success 
Over 60 students were awarded their BA degrees at the 
July ceremony, and a further 8 students completed their 
Masters courses. 

Overall Undergraduate Prize: Joint winners — Katy 
Cleave (BA (Hons) Peace Studies & International Rela-
tions) and Melinda Suveg (BA (Hons) Global Develop-
ment & International Relations) 

Undergraduate Dissertation Prize: Maryam Yozadeh Na-
naji (BA (Hons) Global Development & International Re-
lations) for her project on ‘A conceptual examination of 
women’s rights in practice in the Iranian context’. This 
built on Maryam’s volunteering internship with the Span-
ish Embassy in Tehran 

Masters Dissertation Prize: Fazli Blakcori (MA Peace & 
Development) for his project on ‘Kosova: Post-conflict 
reconstruction and Islamism’. 

Research 
Dr Alex Nunn was a keynote speaker at the European Commis-
sion’s PES-2-PES dialogue event where he advised the Heads of 
Public Employment Services around Europe and DG Employment 
on governance of the labour market and in particular how cur-
rent practice might be adapted to the Transitional Labour Mar-
ket model.  

Dr Paul Wetherly and Dorron 
Otter have just produced the third 
edition of their popular textbook 
The Business Environment: Themes 
and Issues in a Globalizing World 
published by Oxford University 
Press. 

Dr Rachel Julian was invited by 
the international NGO, Nonviolent 
Peaceforce to evaluate their pro-
ject in Georgia. NVPF provide 
teams of unarmed civilian peace-
keepers to work with communities 
threatened with, or experiencing, violent conflict. Georgia and 
the neighbouring region has experienced tensions for a number 
of years, but this erupted into violent conflict in 2008 and since 
then the people living in some rural areas have been experienc-
ing security threats, isolation and increased poverty. 

Rachel's work included interviewing people and organisations in 
the villages near the Administrative Border Line between Geor-
gia and South Ossetia. Her research will inform future projects, 
methods and approaches in unarmed civilian peacekeeping and 
locally-owned peacebuilding.  


