
Student Volunteering 

In January, nine students accompanied Dr Steve Wright to 
the ISODARCO Winter School on the topic of New Military 
Technologies. They were treated to a broad introduction to 
the forms of military systems to be used in wars of the future, 
from autonomous armed robots to weapons in Space. Stu-
dents would rarely get an opportunity to rub shoulders with 
Russian Diplomats and Nobel Peace Prize winners but they 
could at this event set in Andalo, Italy against the dramatic 
backdrop of the Dolomites, where some also took the oppor-
tunity to try skiing. Many of the undergraduates acted as sec-
retaries to the working sessions and won praise from 
the organisers for their professionalism. MA student 
Ralph Dinsley gave an expert lecture on "Space Awareness" 
and Steve Wright, presented a session on "Planned Military 
Cyber-Disruption of Electronic Urban Architectures”. 
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All undergraduates on the International Relations, Peace and Development degrees undertake a Voluntary Work Placement 
to build their employability skills. They produce a reflective portfolio describing what they did and learned, relating issues to 
topics covered on their course, and thinking about what it means for their future. Some the placements this year included: 

Teaching English at primary schools in India; football coaching at a school in Ghana; working with vulnerable children in Dar-
lington; teaching English to Somali women in Leeds; teaching in Uruguay; working in an orphanage for children with HIV in 
Thailand; volunteering with Oxfam in Hull; sports coaching with excluded teenagers in London; supporting a charity working 
with orphans in India to develop commercial activities; calculating the carbon footprint and identifying savings of £15k per 
month for a UK business. For many it is a transformative experience. 

Stephanie Armstrong worked with ‘Pro Niño’s de La Calle’ in Mexico City, 
engaging with street children involved in gangs and crime. She says “neither 
the foundation nor I were aware what an asset my theoretical understanding of 
Peace Studies would be in my ability to contribute and develop practices.  Sur-
prisingly I found that I was able to apply and practice my theoretical knowledge 
through the activities I planned and did while working in the day centre.” Steph 
enjoyed it so much she stayed for 8 months and it has determined what she 
wants to do as a career. “The love and care I shared with these vulnerable chil-
dren has left me with genuine concern for the future of the ‘400,000,000 aban-

doned children that live on their own on 
the streets of hundreds of cities around 
the world’ (International Street Kids, 2013) but I am assured in the certainty that I will 
spend the rest of my life in the fight for the equality of opportunity for all children irre-
spective of their country of origin.”  
 

Katy Cleave volunteered at the Eden Project in Cornwall, developing marketing and 
communication materials. “I learnt so many different things from each task. From small 
things such as what I’m good at and what I enjoy the most, to a wider critique of the 
entire charity sector. I realised throughout the process I was able to do this more effec-
tively because of the different skills I have acquired at university. I also found volunteer-
ing is a great way to find out more about a particular organisation whilst developing and 
learning as an individual.”  



Priyan, Moses and Dave at our Headingley Campus 

Turkish connection 

We have a long-standing ERASMUS exchange scheme 
with several universities in Turkey, and this link has been 
strengthened following a visit by Dr Gaye Gungor from 
Gediz University. We have developed an International 
Relations ‘top-up’ degree, and 18 students from Gediz 
are scheduled to join us for their final year. Dr Gungor 
came to meet staff, 
find out about the Uni-
versity and the experi-
ence students will have 
when they come here.  
While here she gave a 
seminar on the Syrian 
crisis and its implica-
tions for Turkey. 

New arrivals 

Staff 

Dr Rachel Julian is Lecturer in Peace 
and Conflict Studies and teaches Peace-
building, Conflict Resolution and Man-
aging Projects. Her PhD on demon-
strating results in conflict transfor-
mation followed 20 years work in non-
violent resistance and peace move-
ments, including the International NGO 
Nonviolent Peaceforce and the Cam-
paign for Nuclear Disarmament. Examples of recent outputs 
include: 

Julian, R. (2011) Who built the peace? Applying systemic 
evaluation methods to peacebuilding and conflict transfor-
mation. Paper presented at Systemic Approaches in Evalua-
tion, Germany, January 2011 
Julian, R. (2009) Peacekeeping with Nonviolence: Protection 
Strategies for Sustainable Peace. Published in Schweitzer, C. 
(Ed) Civilian Peacekeeping: A Barely Tapped Resource. Belm-
Vehrte: Sozio-Publishing 

 
Dr Mark Langan is Senior Lecturer in Politics whose research 
focuses on global trade, poverty, and international develop-
ment. His recent work has examined EU trade and develop-
ment co-operation with the African, Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) countries. In particular, he has assessed EU concessions 
to 'pro-poor' private sector development in East Africa in rela-
tion to broader market-opening agendas. This research in-
volved intensive field engagement with business stakeholders 
in Uganda's flower sector, Kenya's textiles industry, and Tanza-
nia's coffee sector. Mark’s recent publications include: 

Langan, M. (2012) Normative Power, Europe and the Moral 
Economy of Africa-EU Ties. New Political Economy 17(3): 
243-270 
Langan, M. (2011) Uganda's Flower farms and Private Sector 
Development. Development and Change 49(1): 83-113 

 

PhD students 

Four new PhD students have joined us as part of a bursary 
scheme offered by the School. 

Moses Okech has many years’ experience working in the bank-
ing sector in Uganda and is working on ‘Microfinance and wom-
en’s empowerment: a study of financial literacy among mem-
ber-owned financial institutions in Uganda’. 

Dave Robertshaw is interested in social and employment policy 
and is studying the ‘Operation and impacts of youth contract 
employment subsidies’. 

Priyan Senevirathne has worked for NGOs and taught on con-
flict resolution in Sri Lanka and is interested in the commerciali-
sation of NGOs. 

Sureyya Sonmez Efe is looking at the impact of the current cri-
sis on labour in the EU. 
 
In addition we have been joined by Israel Murapa who has 
worked on human resource management in Zimbabwe and the 
UK, and whose PhD is on ‘Women’s livelihoods following land 
reform in Zimbabwe’. 

Seminars 

Dr Paul Wetherly organised the annual Festival of Politics 
& Applied Global Ethics, which included the following 
speakers: 

Emeritus Professor Dave Webb Working for peace: Re-
flections on academic and political engagement. 

Andrew Gilligan (London Editor of The Sunday Telegraph) 
The Threats to Journalism. 

Professor Norman Geras (University of Manchester) 
Staying Home: G.A. Cohen and the Motivational Basis of 
Socialism: A critical response to Cohen’s argument in 
Why Not Socialism? 

Gerry Sutcliffe MP; Phillip Davies MP; Professor Alan 
White; Professor Kevin Hylton On your marks, get set, 
influence: Politics, Sport and the Common Good. A Parlia-
ment Week event in partnership with the Houses of Par-
liament Outreach Service. 

Professor Danny Dorling (University of Sheffield) Inequal-
ity and voting - do the selfish always win? 

Hilary Benn MP Why Politics Matters. 

See our new blog at 

 leedspage.wordpress.com 


