
Student launches new charity working to 
combat HIV/AIDS in Mozambique 

In October Professor Dave Webb was re-elected as chair of the UK Campaign for Nucle-
ar Disarmament. He has been invited to give presentations to academics and activist 
groups in the UK, US, Sweden, Japan, South Korea and India, covering topics such as 
nuclear disarmament, the military use of space and the legal and ethical problems as-
sociated with the use of US and UK armed drones in Afghanistan, Pakistan and else-
where. 
 
Dave’s work as a ‘grass roots peacemaker’ was recognised when he was presented 
with the Pax Christi peace award by National President, Bishop Malcolm McMahon at 
their AGM in London.  

Honours for Professor Dave Webb 

Winter 2012 

Student activities 
Students set up a Leeds Met branch 
of Amnesty International which 
meets monthly and has a range of 
invited speakers. 

Second-year student Melinda Suveg 
has left for Mexico to study for a 
semester as part of our established 
International Exchange programme. 
Similarly, Jan Ducky and Matthias 
Thiery will study at Fatih University, 
Turkey, as part of our Erasmus 
exchange scheme. 
 
Five 1st year students are going to 
the ISODARCO winter school in 
Andalo, Italy where workshop topics 
include cyberwar and the Arab spring 
led by Dr. Steve Wright. 

Applied Global Ethics 

matters 

Nicholas Renn graduated in 2009 with 

a BA (Hons) Peace Studies & Interna-

tional Relations. As part of his course 

he volunteered in Pakistan at the Men-

haz Fatima Educational Welfare Organi-

sation, a primary school and the only 

special education centre for students 

with physical and mental disabilities in 

Northern Kashmir. He helped train the 

teachers in basic and intermediate IT 

skills, as well as running workshops to 

help them identify dyslexia in their stu-

dents. “In the most idyllic of surround-

ings some of the world’s poorest chil-

dren were being given the chance for a 

better future. The personal sense of 

achievement at just playing a small role 

in giving them that opportunity was in-

credible. The memories, friends and life 

skills I gained will never leave me. Given 

the opportunity I would do it all over 

again and hopefully very soon I will.” 

After graduating, Nick travelled in Africa and experienced at first hand the impact 

HIV/AIDS has on communities there. He resolved to do something about it, and since 

then has been working with colleagues to set up Awareness & Prevention Through 

Art. The aim of APTA is to use art as a vehicle for social change by bringing HIV and 

AIDS discussions to the forefront. Working in schools and at the local level APTA 

strives to increase awareness and testing for HIV and AIDS amongst Mozambican 

youth and adults. 



New editions 
Professor Gavin Fairbairn has 
had a new edition of his book 
published which supports stu-
dents in their critical analysis 
and writing — essential employ-
ability skills which are central to 
student development on our 
courses. 

Simon Robinson and Paul Dow-
son’s new book on Business eth-
ics in practice (London, CIPD) is 
scheduled for publication in Feb-
ruary 2012. 

Students work on Bradford Peace 

Museum's Oral History project: 

Some final year students are recording interviews with 
local peace activists as part of Bradford Peace Muse-
um’s oral history project. Students are finding it inspir-
ing to learn how individuals have faced ethical and per-
sonal challenges and how they reacted to build a more 
peaceful society. It is not only the famous and promi-
nent that change history, change also happens when 
ordinary people do extraordinary things. Students have 
commented that to be there during the telling of these 
tales and helping them to be heard by a much wider 
audience – perhaps for the first time – is a wonderful 
opportunity and an experience that will stay with them 
for a very long time.  

Field trips 

In December Dave Webb took final year undergraduate students to 
the People’s History Museum in Manchester, covering the British 
people’s struggle for dignity, human rights and democracy over 
two centuries. After lunch they went on to The Imperial War Muse-
um, housed in a new award winning building that represents a 
globe shattered by war. The highlight of this visit was a special ex-
hibition on the reporting of war – featuring the work of a number 
of war correspondents. In the Spring, students are being taken to 

RAF Fylingdales on the 
North York moors, for a 
guided tour of western 
Europe’s largest tracking 
and listening station. 
There will be a few hours 
after for relaxation in 
nearby Whitby, where 
Captain Cook, Dracula and 
fish and chips may be on 
the menu. 

Staff activities 

Eddie Halpin, Professor of Peace Education, has recently 
been elected Chair of HURIDOCS (Human Rights Infor-
mation and Documental Systems, International). 
HURIDOCS, based in Geneva, is an international Non-
Governmental Organisation helping human rights or-
ganisations use information technologies and documen-
tation methods to maximise the impact of their advoca-
cy work. 
 
John Willott and Dave Webb were invited on to the pan-
el of experts of the international MDG15 project, which 
seeks to raise awareness and build capacity in develop-
ment education, particularly relating to Millennium De-
velopment Goals. Partners in the UK, Ireland, Belgium, 
Poland, Czech Republic, India and Senegal will develop 
educational materials to support teachers. 
 
Steve Wright was invited to the ‘Climate Change and 
Dystopia’ conference in Durban which ran parallel to the 
IPCC COP conference, and also appeared on national 
television as an expert on non-lethal weapons 
 
The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
has recently accepted the recommendations of Dr Alex 
Nunn's study into Social Mobility in European Countries. 
The recommendations see Member States accept a 
number of obligations linked to equal opportunities, 
social rights and the design of public services such as 
education, health care and housing. Alex has also re-
cently been commissioned by the Department of Work 
and Pensions in the UK and the European Commission 
to undertake research on Public Employment Services. 
Both projects will result in publications later in 2012. 
 
Oriel Kenny spoke at a workshop convened by Green 
Drinks, a network of people working in the environmen-
tal & sustainability sectors, at the Leeds Summat 2011. 
Oriel talked about her work while seconded to the Gha-
naian Ministry of Roads and Transport where she 
worked with private contractors on more sustainable 
rural road construction. 

Seminars 

There has been the usual range of seminars bringing external 
speakers to Leeds Met. This semester has included: 

Rachel Julian (PhD student), Demonstrating Results in Conflict 
Transformation at Civil Society Level 

Michael Randle (Bradford University): Civil Resistance 

Tim Wallis, Executive Director, Nonviolent Peaceforce: Unarmed 
Peacekeeping: an alternative to military intervention? 

Stefan Skrimshire (University of Leeds): Climate Tipping Points and 
Political Action 

Brad Evans (University of Leeds): Histories of Violence 

Sean Sutton (Mines Advisory Group): Surviving the Peace: A photo-
graphic journey from conflict to recovery 

Lesley Jeffries (University of Huddersfield): Language and Conflict 

Jon Bloomfield (Birmingham University): The Eurozone Crisis and 
the Silence of Social Democracy 

Tim Jenkins (New Economics Foundation): The Crisis: Alternative 
Economics 


