
Along with our Partners at Gediz University in Turkey and Florida International University, PAGE jointly 
sponsored our inaugural International Political Economy conference in Izmir, Turkey. The conference, 
funded by the Turkish Central Bank, drew academics from all around the world and was widely reported 
by the media in Turkey as an 'economic summit of world intellectual leaders'! The conference consid-
ered many contemporary themes in IPE including possible resolutions to the current economic crisis in 
the Eurozone, the position of Europe in relation to the Middle East and East Asia, and the role of the 
United States in the world economy. Dr Alex Nunn from PAGE gave a keynote presentation on the fu-
ture sustainability of Welfare States in Europe in the face of the current crisis and geo-political and eco-
nomic competition from East Asia. 

PAGE students already benefit from a range of international exchange opportunities, including Mexico 
and our ERASMUS schemes in Europe where there are host universities in Prague, Istanbul and Berlin. 
We are about to sign extensions to these agreements to spread ERASMUS exchanges to the Hague in 
the Netherlands, and Gediz University in Izmir. These funded exchanges provide students with an inval-
uable experience of living and study overseas, enhancing their networks and career opportunities. They 
also enrich our own learning community as we host staff and students from our partner institutions, 
further internationalising an already diverse and exciting curriculum.  

International exchanges 

At our July graduation ceremony, 52 students received their BA degrees, 
with Hanna Jonsson (BA Hons. Global Development & International Rela-
tions) receiving the prize for best student. There were five MA students, 
including Yasemin Ustoglu (MA Peace & Development) who, after a long 
and rigorous process, had successfully applied to the Turkish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and was rewarded with a first posting to Rwanda. 

Ayeray Medina-Bustos received her PhD (below) for her thesis on 
“Memory, truth & justice: A study of reconciliation in Argentina”, a deeply 
personal view of the Argentinian dictatorship and how society is moving 
on, exemplified by artwork by her twin sister. Ayeray is now working for 
CPV Centro de Protección de los Derechos de la Víctima (Centre for Victims’ 
Rights Protection), assisting during trials of perpetrators of human rights 
abuses. As a trained psychologist, her role is to support and assist victims 
of state terrorism as part of the process of achieving retributive and restor-

ative justice. 
She says 
“People feel this 
as an historical 
moment and 
what is being 
done here in 
Argentina has 
no precedent in 
other trials. 
Here, when 
victims give 
their testimo-
nies before the court, public prosecutors, perpetrators 
and the general public, they are accompanied by a psy-
chologist. This is a demonstration the government wishes 
to punish perpetrators, recognize and support victims 
and heal the whole society.” 

Rachel Julian (above) received her PhD for her thesis en-
titled “Demonstrating results in conflict transformation 
at civil society level”. This drew on Rachel’s extensive 
experience of working with grassroots peace and human-
itarian aid organisations in the UK and internationally, 
and addressed the difficult issue of how the success of 
peacebuilding activities can be assessed. This is a critical 
question for all those aid agencies who fund such activi-
ties, and wish to see that their efforts are having the de-
sired outcome. Rachel has now joined the teaching team 
on our degrees and is contributing to the peace and con-
flict resolution modules. 
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Farrar, M., Robinson, S., Valli, Y. 
& Wetherly, P. (2012) Islam in the 
West: Key Issues in Multicultural-
ism. Palgrave-Macmillan. 

Blackledge, P. (2012) Marxism 
and ethics: freedom, desire, and 
revolution. State University of 
New York Press. 

Kenny, O. (2012) Towards Inte-
grating Post-conflict Develop-
ment & Peace-building. Conflict 
Research Society Conference 

Julian, R. (2012) ‘All change 
again’: Can changes in what we 
do everyday improve the way we 
demonstrate overall results in 
locally owned conflict transfor-
mation? Conflict Research Socie-
ty Conference 

Student profile 
Doreen Mbalo (Kenya; MA Peace & Development 2011-12) 

Following an in internship with GIZ (German Development Cooperation), 
Doreen was funded to work on a project supported by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, The German Development Bank (KfW) and the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation and the Water Services Trust Fund in Kenya. Her 
work involved conducting a community survey in low-income districts of 
Nairobi to understand sanitation needs, and to provide data to support the 
provision of clean water and sanitary systems.  As well as a report for GIZ, 
the work provided the basis for her Masters dissertation. 

Visit to RAF Fylingdales 
Staff took a group of over 20 stu-
dents to RAF Fylingdales, a key 
component of the UK and NATO 
defence early warning system. 
Final-year student Arna van Gogh 
said “It was quite overwhelming 
to go somewhere with such high 
security, where 3 girls going to 
the toilet meant someone had to 
escort them back to the lecture 
room literally 10m away!” We were hosted by Squadron Leader Ralph ‘Dinz’ 
Dinsley, who described the operations and activities of the base—not only de-
tecting potential air and missile attacks, but also monitoring satellites and space 
debris. Dinz has since joined our MA Peace & Development, funded by the Minis-
try of Defence, and his dissertation will focus on UK space policy which will con-
tribute to a wider government defence policy review. 

Research impact 
Dr Steve Wright has been invited to join the European Commission's expert panel 
on the export of torture technologies. He says. “Many people associate the no-
tion of torture with our medieval past, the Spanish inquisition, rather than tools 
of modern day political violence. It comes as a shock to learn that many European 
companies manufacture and export instruments of torture such as leg irons, 

thumb cuffs and electric shock batons. Steve wrote some of the original policy 
documents on this area for the EC and his new role will see the EC attempting to 
tighten up export practices to ensure states that violate human rights do not get 
new tools for torture from Europe. 

ESRC Festival 
We have received funding from the Economic & Social 
Research Council (ESRC) to host an event as part of 
their Festival of Social Science.  Over 75 A-Level stu-
dents from local sixth-forms (Lawnswood; Ralph Thor-
esby; Mirfield Free Grammar; Allerton Grange; Leeds 
City College) will attend a day-long event based on a 
simulated UN Security Council debate on intervention 
in Syria.  The topic is of contemporary relevance given 
the recent intervention in Libya and non-intervention 
in Syria. It will introduce students to a range of evi-
dence drawn from international relations, internation-
al law, economics, philosophy, peace, and develop-
ment studies. 

It will provide an insight into the international politi-
cal process, the ways global institutions work and 
also the use of political, social and economic evi-
dence to substantiate arguments. 

New Professor 
Professor Paul Blackledge delivered his 
inaugural lecture ‘Beyond the Impasse of 
the Modern Moral Point of View: Towards 
an Ethical Marxism’. This outlined an inter-
pretation of Marxism that is able to point 
beyond the impasse both of modern moral 
philosophy and of much of modern radical 
theory towards an ethically grounded criti-
cism of, and alternative to, capitalism. Paul 
argues that, understood thus, Marxism 
provides indispensable resources for con-
temporary political theory and practice.  


