
Dr John Willott, Professor 
Eddie Halpin and Visiting 
Professor Lakshman Dis-
sanayake, working in part-
nership with Acid Survivors 
Trust International and in-
country partners, have re-

ceived UN funding for a project Towards a compre-
hensive strategy to end acid & burns violence against 
women. Working in Uganda, Cambodia and Nepal, 
the project will engage with all actors, including gov-
ernment, professional groups and communities. 

Professor Halpin said: "This result is the culmination 
of five years of partnership development between 
ASTI and Leeds Metropolitan University.  Acid and 

burns attacks 
on women are 
under-
researched and 
generally un-
der-funded acts 
of structural violence and we hope that this action 
research project will bring much needed change to 
individuals, communities, and legislation." Burns vio-
lence requires in-depth research to determine com-
mon issues that can be resolved by changing or intro-
ducing legislation and the implementation of interna-
tional conventions such as CEDAW (the Committee on 
the Elimination of Discrimination of Women), to give 
women effective protection against discrimination and 
all forms of violence. 

Burns violence is a global phenomenon which includes 
acid violence which rarely kills but destroys lives.  In 
addition to psychological trauma, survivors can face 
social isolation and ostracism, further damaging self-
esteem and seriously undermining their professional, 
economic and personal futures. 

Project to combat violence against women 

A group of students from the SAGE and the 
Business School were engaged in voluntary 
work in Bangalore and Kolkata, under the su-
pervision of Professor Gavin Fairbairn. This 
was part of their work for SAGE's innovative 
voluntary work module. 

Placements included the Annaswamy School 
and the Fisherman's Trust who provide educa-
tional and recreational opportunities for de-
prived children. Also the Diya Foundation, a 
supported work environment making high 
quality paper goods and chocolates with peo-
ple with learning disabilities and mental 
health problems, and Jacob's Well, who pro-

vides training and work for women who have 
been rescued from trafficking and prostitution. 

In Bangalore other students worked with The As-
sociation of People with Disability and the Bridge 
Foundation, which provides micro-financing for 
development projects. They worked in a school 
for slum children at the Institute for Psychological 
and Educational Research; with disabled children 
in the Indian Institute of Cerebral Palsy, and with 
trafficked children and young people who have 
been rescued from prostitution, at the All Bengal 
Women's Union. SAGE have secured funding to 
support this initiative for at least another year. 

Student volunteering in India 

Summer 2011 

Ismail Sezgin 
Theory of Moral Responsibility in 
Islam  

Ayeray Medina Bustos 
Justice, Dictatorship and Recon-
ciliation: Case Studies from Ar-
gentina and an Ethical Analysis  

Bereket Loul 
Deriving Meaning in Transition: 
The role of religion for young 
refugees and asylum seekers  

Winnie Bedigen 
The Sudan Civil War: Indigenous 
Conflict Resolution Mechanisms 
amongst the Lwo Communities in 
Southern Sudan 

Chijioke Ojukwu 
Treading higher ground: explor-
ing a new theoretical framework 
of non-violent resistance as an 
agent of change 

David Randolph-Horn 
Spirituality at Work: the perspec-
tives of Christians, Muslims and 
those of more general faith and 

Anne-Marie Watkinson 
The influence of women's partici-
pation in non-violent activism in 
Sri Lankan civil society  

Meet some of our 
PhD students 

Applied Global Ethics 

matters 



Leeds Ethiopian Community 
An innovative partnership between SAGE, Health Promotion and Eng-
lish Language Teaching saw workshops delivered to the Ethiopian com-
munity in Leeds to improve access to health services. 

Focus on our students 
 Mathew Davies, BA International Relations & Peace Studies. 
"Five months after graduation, I am on the programme council 
of the economic forum of young leaders, the largest forum of 
its kind in Europe" 

Peace lecture 
Peace worker and Professor of Peace Studies, Johan Gal-
tung, delivered the 2011 Olof Palme Memorial Peace Lec-
ture. Hosted by Leeds City Council and SAGE, The Leeds 
International Peace Lecture is held in memory of the late 
Swedish Prime Minister, Olof Palme, a leader and cam-
paigner for peace and human rights, who was assassinat-
ed in 1986. Previous lectures have been given by the 
Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, actor Patrick Stewart, 
Nobel Peace Laureate John Hume and former US Senator 
George Mitchell. 

Research bites 
Dr Alex Nunn acted as an advisor to the Coun-
cil of Europe’s Committee of Experts on Social 
Mobility. Social mobility varies among Europe-
an countries and is strongly correlated with 
levels of inequality. The project involved a sub-
stantial literature review and case study re-
search in Italy, Denmark, the UK, Germany and 
Romania who were selected to represent a 
variety of different social and institutional con-
ditions. It focussed on explaining why levels of 
social mobility differ in different countries and 
how more egalitarian outcomes could be pro-
moted. It culminated in a report and guidelines 
to member states for how they may promote 
social mobility and social cohesion.   

Visiting Fellow 
Applied Global Ethics were recently visited by the 
award winning photo journalist, Sean Sutton, from 
the Mines Advisory Group. Sean gave a presentation 
to students and staff on his powerful and intimate 
photography of communities world-wide recovering 
from war and conflict. 'Surviving the Peace' por-
trayed a series of Sean's work, which documents 
local villages from all over the world including Iraq, 
Bosnia, Laos, Cambodia and Sri Lanka. Sean recently 
became a Visiting Research Fellow and will make a 
major contribution to peace and conflict studies 
teaching and research. 

Visiting Professor 
SAGE says goodbye to Prof. 
Lakshman Dissanayake who 
has been with us for 3 years. 
He returns to his post as 
Professor of Demography at 
the University of Colombo, 
Sri Lanka in June. He will 
also be working with the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) as well as continu-
ing to work with SAGE col-
leagues on a range of pro-
jects. We wish him and his 
family well in the future. 


