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Student Employability 
Transferable intellectual and practical skills are em-
bedded in PAGE degrees, and students also undertake 
a voluntary placement. This year students have 
worked on social, environmental, educational and 
political projects in Leeds, Bradford, London, Spain, 
Madagascar, Thailand and South Africa to name but a 
few. They have participated in a variety of employa-
bility events over the course of this semester includ-
ing a Volunteering Abroad session where they had 
opportunity to find out about paid volunteering op-
portunities in Thailand, Uganda, Gambia and Fiji. Both 
students and staff have participated in a ‘Get Into 
Teaching Event’ and a ‘Global Careers’ event featur-
ing the United Nations. 

New staff 

Dr Thomas Purcell teaches courses in International Political Economy, Marxism and Globalisa-
tion. Until recently, he was Sub-Director of the National Centre for Strategies for the Right to 
Territory (CENEDET) based at the Instituto de Altos Estudios Nacionales, Quito, Ecuador. Prior to 
this, he held research positions at the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, and at the Universities of 
Manchester and Nottingham. His research to date has examined development in Ecuador and 
Venezuela, and also the political economy of Spain and the Eurozone crisis. He is co-author of 
The Limits to Capital in Spain (2014), and has published several book chapters and articles in in-
ternational journals such as Geoforum, Historical Materialism, the International Journal of Urban 
and Regional Research, Latin American Perspectives, and Science & Society. 

Dr Jess Gifkins has research interests in are international organisations, the UN Security 
Council, decision-making, and the Responsibility to Protect. She is a founding member of the 
Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, at the University of Queensland, where she 
remains affiliated in an honorary capacity. Her article ‘Libya and the State of Intervention’, co-
authored with Professor Tim Dunne, is ranked among the ‘most read’ articles in the Australian 
Journal of International Affairs. Her latest article in Cooperation and Conflict analyses the use of 
language on R2P within UN Security Council Resolutions and how this has changed over the 
past decade. She has published research on conflicts in Darfur, Libya and Syria and is also the 
Associate Editor for the journal Critical Military Studies. 

Staff research activity 
Dr Steve Wright has produced a chapter with for-
mer student April Humble and editor Ben Hayes in 
a new book ‘The Secure & the Dispossessed’ which 
details how corporate security companies cash in 
on climate change. The book describes how the 
failure to structurally address man made climate 
change will facilitate a permanent state of emer-
gency which will conflate terrorists and climate ref-
ugees as risk factors which need to be controlled. 

The chapter by Steve and co-authors illustrates how border control 
weapons will be used to seal off migration on an unprecedented 
scale. Environmental activist Naomi Klein said “if you want to under-
stand why we can’t allow the Pentagon and corporations to shape 
our response to the climate crisis then you need to read this book”. 

Dr Sophia Price, Group Leader of PAGE, visited Nigeria in Novem-
ber, and was invited to speak with students and staff at Lagos State 
University, Lagos State Polytechnic and Lead University Ibadan. She 
has been working with colleagues at Lead University on a new publi-
cation Philosophical Issues in 
Transnational Democracy, Hu-
man Rights, and Race Relations 
which will feature chapters by 
Sophia and Professor Alex Nunn. 
She also presented her research 
on micro-finance  in West Africa 
at the European International 
Studies Association conference. 



Alumni news 

Lars Richter (BA Peace Studies & International Relations 2014) is an 
intern with the Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany 
to the United Nations, New York 

Galina Yakova (BA Peace Studies & International Relations 2009) has re
-joined the University to work on her PhD on dissidence networks in 
communist-era Bulgaria 

Guilaine Brutus (BA International Relations & Global Development 
2015) won a scholarship for the MSc Migration, Mobility & Development 
at SOAS, University of London 

Shameena Villars (BA Global Development & Peace Studies 2014) is 
Volunteer Executive at The Prince's Trust, Birmingham 

Emily Tolley (BA Global Development & International Relations 2014) 
is a Project Coordinator for Kingspan Ltd, York 

Reece Farrington-Welch (BA Global Development &International Rela-
tions 2014) is Field Marketing Manager for HTC 

Dr Ayeray Medina Bustos (PhD 2012) is now an Adviser to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Human Rights Department, Argentina 

Rosie Horgan (BA Politics 2013) is New Business & Marketing Executive 
at Manning Gottlieb OMD 

New Professor 

Professor Alex Nunn gave his inaugural lecture 
on ‘The New Politics of Inequality’, focussing on 
the long-term structural dynamics of the produc-
tion and reproduction of inequality in the UK, 
both critiquing and extending the analysis in 
Thomas Piketty’s high profile book on the subject. 

Based on his work in Europe, Alex has been work-
ing with the Inter-American Development Bank to 
undertake research on the organisation of Public 
Employment Services across Latin America and 
the Caribbean. The study will look at what LAC 
governments can learn from elsewhere in the 
world and develop an audit tool to identify where 
and how labour market governance might be 
strengthened. 

Alex also worked with colleagues from Manches-
ter and Sheffield universities to convene panels at 
the European International Studies Association 
Conference on critical and feminist political econ-
omy. Papers focussed on financial exploitation of 
the poor in East Asia, Africa and Eastern Europe, 
the effects of austerity on households and fami-
lies in Europe and the role of international organi-
sations in imposing and managing the effects of 
inequality.  

Festival of Politics & Applied Global Ethics 

A range of internal and external speakers contributed topics to this 
year’s Festival, including: 

The Syrian Crisis – what should be done? Hilary Benn (Labour MP for 
Leeds Central and Shadow Foreign Secretary) 

Still Time to Prevent Dangerous Global Warming? Looking Ahead to 
Paris 2015 Simon Bullock (Friends of the Earth) & Dorron Otter (PAGE) 

Corbynomics: Does it really work? James Meadway (New Economics 
Foundation) & Matthew Robinson (Conservative Councillor for Hare-
wood, Leeds) 

Working With & Influencing Parliament Lynn Hobson (Parliament Out-
reach Service) 

From Magna Carta to the Modern Day: the Journey of Universal Hu-
man Rights Protections Sanchita Hosali (British Institute of Human 
Rights) 

Militarism and Austerity: an Alternative Approach Bruce Gagnon (Co-
founder Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space) 

Chemical Weapons in the Modern World Michael Crowley (Bradford 
University) & Professor Alastair Hay OBE (Leeds University) 

Exploring the Link between Violence and Corruption Laurence Cock-
croft (Transparency International) 

Human rights: Does Anyone Care? Rex Bloomstein (filmmaker) 

Other sessions were student-led, including The Migration Crisis where 
students from diverse backgrounds presented their reflections on the 
current crisis, and "That's what she said.” How can we challenge sexism 
in universities? led by Naomi van der Sloot (PAGE) and supported by 
staff in the Psychology Group and the Student Union. 

Finally, a ‘Book Club’ event focussed on Sebastian 
Faulks’ novel ‘Where My Heart Used to Beat’. Discus-
sion considered how international politics can be 
taught through popular culture, particularly the 
books’ themes of the relationship between inter-
state violence, human nature and institutions, ways 
of thinking about conflict and its societal impacts, 
and the representation of politics in popular and ac-
ademic literature. 

Nonviolence Network 
Dr Rachel Julian recently launched the West York-
shire Nonviolence Network. Rachel argues that 
nonviolence is an essential component of  sustaina-
ble peace. She demonstrates that over 30 years of 
practice by civilians, civil society and unarmed 
agencies has been saving lives, protecting people 
and showing that peacekeeping doesn’t have to 
include the use or threat of force The launch was 
preceded by a range of talks including the Europe-
an Peace Research Association Conference 
(University of Tromso, Norway), the Inequality and 
Peace Conference (Manchester University), the 
Conflict Research Society Conference (University of 
Kent), and as an invited Keynote speaker at a Con-
ference on Unarmed Civilian peacekeeping in  
Bonn, Germany. 


