
 
 
  

International Political Economy at Leeds Beckett 
The PIR Group hosted the annual conference of the International Political Economy Group (IPEG) of the British International Studies Association. 
Professor Isabella Bakker (York University, Toronto) delivered the keynote lecture on Macroeconomics and Social Reproduction: Growth, 
Governance & Global Political Economy. Professor Stephen Gill (York University Toronto), Professor Paul Cammack (University of Manchester’s 
Global Development Institute) and Professor Ben Rosamond (Copenhagen University, Denmark), Dr. Daniella Tepe-Belfrage (Liverpool University) 
took part in a Roundtable on the Political Economy of Brexit, chaired by our Head of Subject Dr. Sophia Price. This Roundtable was jointly 
sponsored by IPEG, the Leeds Beckett Global Inequalities Research Group and InformED, an organisation established by more than 200 academics 
and activists, across the UK and beyond,  in the wake of the EU referendum to inform debate about Brexit and the future of the  UK’s relationship 
with the EU. In addition PIR PhD students Dave Robertshaw, Moses Okech and Priyan Senevirathna delivered papers to panels alongside Dr. 
Sophia Price, Dr. Tom Purcell and Professor Alex Nunn, who organised the conference as Chair of IPEG and founder of InformED. 

Honorary Graduates 2016  
Two colleagues closely associated with the Politics & International 
Relations Group received honorary degrees at this year’s ceremony.  

  
Nobel Peace Prize winner, Lou McGrath OBE, received an Honorary 
Doctorate of Laws. “Receiving this award means a great deal to me,” 
said Lou. “It’s fantastic to get recognised for the work that I’ve 
achieved. On seeing the devastation caused by landmines in 
Afghanistan at the end of the 1980’s after the Soviet Union withdrew 
... my brother and I founded the Mines Advisory Group, which set about 
training people to clear landmines safely. At the same me we went to 
form the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and in 1997 we 
achieved our objective and 120 countries signed a treaty in Ottawa.”  
Security Consultant to Oxford Research Group and Professor of Peace 
Studies, Paul Rogers has worked in the field of international security 
and political violence for over 30 years. Paul said: “Getting an award 
from this university is an honour particularly as it has such a good 
reputation for peace studies. I think it is going to be an incredibly area 
to work in; over the next 20-30 years we as a world community need 
to make a transition to creating a more stable and sustainable planet. 
Anyone who is contributing to that will be doing an incredibly 
important job.” 

CLASS OF 16 DESTINATIONS 
Dumi Senda won the Deans Prize for best Independent 
Project and is now studying for an MA African Studies at 
Oxford. Michelle-Rose Sherwood won Overall Performance 
Prize and works for Jet2. Evelin Hornyak is now an intern 
with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in Central 
Europe, Liam Brook is on Leeds City Council’s Graduate 
Programme, Liam Hemingway works at HM Prison Leeds, 
Andrew Ratcliffe works in Business Development for Hyco 
Manufacturing Ltd, Tabitha Whitfield is Community 
Volunteer at Southwark Day Centre for Asylum Seekers, and 
John Reinbold is at Lloyds Bank. Amira Darwish, Peter Foster 
and Naomi van der Sloot stayed with us to study Masters 
programmes, while others continued Masters study 
elsewhere.  
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Caroline Lucas MP delivers annual Leeds 
Peace Lecture  

Politics and International Relations at Leeds Beckett and Leeds City 
Council co-hosted the 30th Olof Palme Peace Lecture in October. 
The speaker, Caroline Lucas MP, was first elected as a Green Party 
member of the European Parliament in 1999, then was elected as 
leader of the Green Party in 2008 and as an MP representing 
Brighton Pavilion in 2010. She was named ‘Politician of the Year’ in 
2007, 2009 and 2010 by readers of the Ob- server newspaper and in 
2008 she was listed by the Guardian as one of “50 people who could 
save the planet” 
In the lecture, War and Peace in the Modern World, Caroline 
outlined the seriousness and scale of the challenges we are facing, 
including nuclear disarmament, the arms trade, climate change and 
inequality. But Caroline argued that there are signs of hope, and 
shared examples of visions, people and projects that are the steps 
to changing to a more peaceful and just world. 

RESEARCH NEWS  
Rachel Julian has been funded by the Arts & Humanities 
Research Council (AHRC), to explore how local knowledge 
can be harnessed in unarmed civilian peace-keeping to 
promote community resilience against violence in 
Myanmar. The project is in collaboration with two other 
universities and the NGO Nonviolent Peaceforce. 
Dr. Jess Gifkins produced a series of papers on the Darfur 
crisis:  
Gifkins J. (2016) 'R2P in the UN Security Council: Darfur, 
Libya & Dr. Beyond' Cooperation and Conflict, 51(2).  
Gifkins J. (2016) 'Darfur', in Oxford University Press 
Handbook on the Responsibility to Protect, Bellamy A.J. 
and Dunne T. (eds.), Oxford University Press. Gifkins J. 
(2016) 'Naming and Framing: Darfur, the Genocide Debate, 
and the Responsibility to Protect', The United Nations and 
Genocide, D. Mayerson (ed.) 
Dr. John Willott co-presented papers at the International 
Association for the Study of Forced Migration (IASFM) 
conference Rethinking Forced Migration on and 
Displacement: Theory, Policy, and Praxis in Poland with 
two students: with Evelin Hornyak on ‘Moral panics and 
the framing of the migration crisis in Hungarian online 
media’; and with Costanza Gumina on ‘“Human beings like 
us”: Perspectives on migration from Lampedusa’ 
Dr. Tom Purcell has co- authored a new book:   The Limits 
to Capital in Spain: Crisis and Revolt in the European South, 
Palgrave, and a paper on the politics of cocoa production. 
Purcell T.F., Fernandez N. & Martinez E. (2016) ‘Rents, 
knowledge and neo-structuralism: transforming the 
productive matrix in Ecuador’. Third World Quarterly.  

The Politics & Potential Of United Nations Reform  
Dr. Jess Gifkins and colleagues from the University of Leeds co-hosted 
a workshop on reforming the UN as part of the ESRC Seminar Series 
on the Responsibility to Protect and Prosecute. The workshop focused 
on the UN’s capacity to respond to mass atrocity crimes which draws 
from the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ (R2P) agreement made by UN 
member states in 2005. This defines how we respond to the worst of 
crimes: war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide and ethnic 
cleansing. Key aspects of reform that were considered in the 
workshop were: the Women, Peace and Security agenda; debates on 
the ‘responsibility not to veto’; unarmed civilian peacekeeping; 
conflict prevention; and the role of the UN Secretariat. 

Alumni and old friends will have noticed that our Subject 
Group has been renamed as Politics and International 
Relations to better reflect our research interests and range of 
courses 


