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Graduation 2017 

We had great weather for this year’s graduation ceremony, where 52 undergraduates received their Bache-
lors degrees. The Dean's Prize for Excellence in Politics & International Relations (Overall Performance) was 
awarded to Ben Leonard, and the Dean's Prize for Best Independent Project was awarded to Heather 
Conboy. Additionally, there were 21 graduates from three Masters programmes, with a typically diverse stu-
dent body representing 15 different countries. Three students received their doctorates: Winnie Bedigen for 
her work on indigenous conflict resolution mechanisms in South Sudan; Adewale Aderemi for his work on 
the political economy of development in Nigeria and Indonesia; and Priyan Senevirathna (pictured left) for 
his work on development NGOs in Sri Lanka. Congratulations to everyone for all their hard work and effort. 

PIR nominated Rae McGrath (pictured right) for an 
honorary degree. Rae is founder of the Mines Advi-
sory Group (MAG) and co-founder of the Interna-
tional Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) which he 
represented when it was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1997. Rae has also worked for International 
Medical Corps and Save the Children, and in April 
2013 he became Mercy Corps’ Country Director for 
North Syria and Turkey. 



 

 

Staff publications 

Dr Steve Wright has contributed a chapter to a new book Cyberspace: Risks and Benefits 
for Society, Security and Development. Drawing on the revelations in the Snowden and CIA 
leaks, Steve shows how it is states who are initiating activities such as turning smart TVs into 
surveillance devices, and developing the capacity to switch off the modern telecommunica-
tions architecture on which we increasingly depend. 

Dr Paul Wetherly has edited a new textbook on Political Ideologies published by Oxford 
University Press. The book contains chapters by Paul and other PIR staff Sophia Price, Robin 
Redhead and Dorron Otter. Staff have incorporated their own research and teaching into 
the book which is set to become a standard text for undergraduate teaching. 

Alex Nunn and Paul White (2017) The IMF and a New Global Politics of Inequality. Journal of 
Australian Political Economy 78: 186-231 

Alumni news 

Tom Nagle (BA International Relations & Peace Stud-
ies 2015) secured a graduate placement with Mer-
cedes AMG PETRONAS Formula 1 Team, and has since 
been offered a permanent role as Assistant Project 
Manager. The role involves all parts of the business, 
including managing site development and construc-
tion projects budgets up to £10 million. 

Although his degree does not immediately relate to 
the role or organisation, Tom notes that “modules 
have provided me with skills and an understanding of 
how best to achieve successful project completion; for 
example, Understanding Conflict Resolution showed 
how conflict arises and how it should be dealt with”. 
Tom’s employers are now sponsoring him to study for 
a MSc in Project Management starting this year. 

Lani Mae Ball (BA Poli-
tics 2015 and MA 
Peace & Development 
2017) was elected as 
Labour councillor for 
her home constituency 
of Conisburgh, Doncas-
ter, and played an ac-
tive role in the 2017 
General Election cam-
paign. 

Staff news 

The Politics & International Relations Group is say-
ing farewell to Dorron Otter who is taking early re-
tirement having worked at the University for over 
25 years. He initially joined Leeds Business School 
where he developed a range of economics modules 
and eventually became Head of the School. He was 
seconded within the University in 2004 to lead the 
team that developed the curriculum areas in Devel-
opment Studies, International Relations and Peace 
Studies, becoming the Head of the School of Ap-
plied Global Ethics. which later became Politics & 
International Relations. 

Having joined us in 2015 and been an undergradu-
ate Course Leader as well as teaching on a range of 
modules, Dr Jess Gifkins has left to take up a new 
post at the University of Manchester. We wish 
them both well in their future. 

Dr Tom Houseman has joined 
us from the University of York. 
His research focuses on the po-
litical economy of poverty and 
development, with a PhD 
(Manchester) on the competing 
concepts of poverty that 
emerged from the World Bank and UNDP and in-
formed the Millennium Development Goals. 

The Group is expanding and two further staff will be 
joining in September. 


