
 

 

International Education in Colombia 

The University is part of the Northern Consortium of 
UK universities (NCUK) which is celebrating 30 years of 
designing and accrediting courses to allow internation-
al students to access UK Higher Education. As part of 
the celebrations, Dr John Willott was invited to deliver 
a keynote at the British Ambassador’s residence in Bo-
gota, Colombia. John spoke on "Challenges of the Post 
Conflict in Colombia" to invited guests, alumni and stu-
dents, drawing on the research and experience of PIR 
staff and students to reflect on how the lessons 
learned might apply to Colombia. 
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Student activities 

Two second-year PIR students, Aden Mohammed and 
Tim Spinks have set up a charity Action Interactive In-
ternational to assist refugees and asylum seekers in 
Leeds. The aim is to improve the support network avail-
able to displaced communities, whilst simultaneously 
breaking down the social barriers that exist between 
them. Their first event was ‘Football 4 All’, a sporting 
and cultural event held in Harehills. There were teams 
from Somali, Sudanese and Eritrean communities, as 
well as university students. People came together to 
cook vegetable Biryani, jollof rice, plantain, roasted jerk 

sweet potato, butternut squash and samosas. A sound system played East African and Swahili music 
throughout, and the Somalis taught everyone their signature dance – the Dhaanto – in between games. 

Students have also formed the new Politics and International Relations Society (@LB_PoliticsIRS) and are de-
veloping a programme of social events and invited speakers. 

Peace research 

Dr Rachel Julian is working in Myanmar with NGO Nonviolent Peaceforce on a project “Raising Silent Voic-
es - Culture, conflict and communities”. Myanmar represents a complex & multi-level conflict, with conflict 
between ethnic groups and the military, between generations and genders, and with poverty, drugs, oppres-
sion, environmental and resource conflicts, religion, identity and forced displacement as critical issues. 

The project is designed to uncover hidden knowledge through 
the narratives of those involved and those working as peace-
makers, and how culture can help us understand conflict and 
the route to peace. As noted by one participant, “If any of us 
step back and wait, or keep voices quiet, the space is occupied 
by someone else. If those occupying the space shout for divi-
sion and othering then that will dominate the narrative. How 
external actors may be inadvertently be quieting voices that 
really need to be raised”. 

Rachel was recently invited to present her work to the Univer-
sity of Bath’s Conflict, Security and International Order Cluster. 



 

 

Research Outputs 

Dr Sophia Price and former PIR Senior Lecturer 
Mark Langan have published a special issue of 
Third World Thematics on the EU and the 'Pro-
Poor' contributions to Sustainable Development 
in the Post-215 Consensus. The collection in-
cludes an article Sophia co-authored with Mark 
on 'Oil and Cocoa in the political economy of 
Ghana-EU relations' and one with former PIR 
Professor Alex Nunn on 'Managing Neo-
liberalisation through the Sustainable Develop-
ment Agenda: The EU-ACP trade relationship and 
world market expansion'. The collection also features contributions 
from a number of other authors, and builds on a workshop Mark host-
ed at Leicester University with funding from the International Political 
Economy Group of the British International Studies Association. 

Jason Ralph and Jess Gifkins (2016) 'The Purpose of United Nations Se-
curity Council Practice: Contesting Competence Claims in the Normative 
Context Created by the Responsibility to Protect' European Journal of 
International Relations (online) 

Student Placements 

This semester, PIR final year students have been assessed on their Ac-
tive Politics & Volunteering placements. We have, as usual, seen an im-
pressive range of activities undertaken by our students, including volun-
teering at the Calais migrant camps, at Westminster with MPs, with 

community groups in 
India and South Afri-
ca, with refugee 
groups here in 
Leeds, on political 
campaigns for the 
referendum, for po-
litical parties and 
movements such as 
Momentum, and 
with NGOs such as 
Oxfam. 

Staff at UN talks 
PIR lecturer Tim Wallis attended the Nuclear Ban 
Treaty Conference at the UN General Assembly 
in New York from 27 to 31 March. The UN's first 
resolution was passed unanimously on 24 Janu-
ary 1946, calling for a global ban on the use of 
nuclear power as a weapon of war, just months 
after nuclear weapons were used for the first 
time on human beings in Hiroshima and Nagasa-
ki. Over 120 countries attended the negotiations, 
although the US led a boycott by several nations, 
including all nine states possessing nuclear 
weapons. As well as lecturing, Tim is programme manager for Quaker Peace & Social Witness, working on 
Peace and Disarmament and he is author of “The Truth about Trident". Meetings at the UN included PIR 
Emeritus Professor Dave Webb in his capacity as Chair of CND, and Leeds North East MP Fabian Hamilton.  

Alumni news 

Becky Musonda (nee Cooper) (BA 
International Relations & Global 
Development 2015) is now Youth 
Engagement Coach with Ground-
work South Yorkshire where she 
supports young people to develop 
their potential and become active 
citizens through education, train-
ing, employment and enterprise. 

Isabella Brunke (BA Peace Studies 
& International Relations 2014) is 
now a PhD candidate and Lecturer 
in Political Science at Universität 
Duisburg-Essen, Germany. 

Din Nazim (MA Peace & Develop-
ment 2015) has started a PhD with 
Dr John Willott on child labour 
and children’s rights in Afghani-
stan. 

Annual Politics Lecture 

 

 

 

 

 

The University’s 2017 Annual Poli-
tics Lecture, organised by the PIR 
Group, was by Prof. Danny Dorling 
on ‘A Better Politics’. Danny pre-
sented data on inequality and aus-
terity in the UK and Western Eu-
rope, and his vision of a better 
politics as one that will enable fu-
ture generations to be happier. 


